
CHR PRESS! 

With this issue, Central 
Hudson Region is beginning a 
newsletter! It has all the 
highlights of our past events 
such as the Council Tea, 
Presidents' Principals' Dinner, 
Special Education Meetings, 
Holiday Gathering, Leg/Ed 
Breakfast, our Reflections 
Celebration and Spring 
Conference as well as 
reminders to upcoming 
events from NYS PTA and 
National PTA including items 
of interest for our parents. 

Yes, it will be on our website, 
www.centalhudsonpta.org, for 

easy access. Thanks to May 
and Christopher Neils for their 
input and design for this first 
edition and to the Region Board 
Members who contributed the 
articles. 

Please feel free to contact Merle 
Payne, Region Director, at 
centralhudsonrd@nyspta.org, if 
you wish to contribute to our 
newsletter, CHR PRESS! 

Enjoy Reading!!! 

- Merle Payne 

  Central Hudson Region PTA 
  Director 

NEWSLETTER OF THE CENTRAL HUDSON REGION PTA  

SPRING 2010  Volume 1, Issue 1  

CHR PRESS 

Inside this issue:  

Letter from the Director   1  

Congratulations!   1  

Region Council Tea   2  

Holiday Gathering   2  

Beauty isé Reflections 2009-10   3  

2009 Presidents/Principals Dinner   3  

Letter from the Director  

JeanneMarie Flanagan 
Received the NYS PTA 
Golden Oak Award from 
Valley Central PTA 
Council on March 11, 
2010 for being the most 
dedicated volunteer. 
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Congratulations!  

CONGRATULATIONS  

JEANNEMARIE  

FLANAGAN!!!  

Director, Merle Payne, 
spoke among the many 
guests invited who 
contributed times when 
JeannMarie offered to 
help at  meetings and 
events. "She just doesn't 
offer - she just does it! It 

must be a natural thing 
within her being!"  

In 2008 JeanneMarie 
received the Leadership 
Award in Honor of 
Jane Skrzypek from NYS 
PTA. 

Merle Payne 

CHR PTA Director 



At Central Hudson Region 
there has existed a great 
need for Council PTA Units 
to get involved with their 
Region. It brings about a 
smooth transition and a 
strong support for PTA 
Units. In addition it shows 
collaboration amongst each 
of the constituents! 

Central Hudson Region 
PTA embarked on this 
endeavor in the 2009 
autumn of Saturday, 
October 3rd.  Here was our 
plan of action: 

*Invitations were emailed in 
late August to hold the date. 

*Personalized invitations 
were mailed in early 
September to RSVP by late 
September. 

*Phone call reminders were 
made to each of the ten 
Council Presidents. 

As a result, six of the ten 
Council Presidents came to 

the Council Tea. The 
Central Hudson Region 
PTA Executive Board 
presented discussions on 
the importance of the 
Council PTA and its function 
with the Region. Treasury 
i n f o r m a t i o n  w a s 
disseminated as well. 
Questions and concerns of 
the Council Presidents were 
f oc us ed  upon ,  w i t h 
everyone participating with 
ideas on how to handle the 
situation. 

Refreshments, scrumptious 
donuts, coffee/tea, were 
served throughout the two 
and one half hour session. 
Folder packets about 
Central Hudson Region 
PTA were given out as well 
as a small token gift of an 
apple candle with our logo 
to each Council President 
as well as to thank the 
executive board membersô 
participation. 

As the Region Director I 

received many kudos from 
everyone who was present. 
It was a very worthwhile, 
f r i e n d l y ,  a n d  w a r m 
atmosphere for this event 
that will be repeated next 
year. Hopefully we will have 
all ten Council Presidents 
participate! A cohesiveness 
between the Council and the 
Re g i on  c am e f o r t h . 
Something that has never 
happened befo re .  A 
historical moment for Central 
Hudson Region! As a follow 
up, one of my Associate 
Directors phones each 
council President monthly to 
he lp w i th  ques t ions /
concerns/issues. 

So now when I need help 
with a unit(s) from a Council 
I look to collaborating with 
the Council President in 
order to solve an issue/
concern. It is a refreshing 
feeling to look forward to 
working together!!  

- Merle Payne 

Region Council Tea  

òA 

cohesiveness 

between the 

Council and the 

Region came 

forth.ó 

 

- Merle Payne,  

Region Director  
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Holiday Gathering  

December has always been 
a hectic month to have a 
Region meeting! Everyone 
is either busy shopping or 
attending holiday festivities. 
Lots of  celebrat ions 
happening for all of us! 
Whenever Central Hudson 
Region PTA had a holiday 
party, very few of our board 
members would attend. So 
a new idea had to be 
generated. 

In November, it was 

mentioned that a local 
restaurant might be worthy 
to investigate. So one of my 
Associate Directors and I 
did this very thing. We 
spoke with the manager 
about having a Pasta Night 
for a special price that 
would include soup, salad, 
choice of pasta and sauce, 
bread, soda and coffee/tea. 
We could use our tax 
exempt form and the RD 
would treat for the gratuity, 
bring a special holiday cake 

and small token gifts. 
Sounded like a great idea to 
thank the Region Board. 

What a wonderful, warm 
and friendly time ten of us 
had on December 8th, 
2009! Hoping for more of us 
to participate in 2010. 
Another great collaborative 
event for Central Hudson 
Region PTA!! 

- Merle Payne 

òSMALL STEPS AT FIRST LEADING TO BIG COHESIVENESS!ó 

 

- Merle Payne, Region Director  



2009 Presidents/Principals Dinner  

the New York State PTA 
was the Key Note Speaker. 
Mrs. DeWald spoke about 
the New York State 
educational summit and the 
educ a t i ona l  i n i t i a t i v e 
between NYSPTA, EPIC 
(Every Person Influences 
Children) and PIRC (Parents 
In f ormat ion Res ource 
Centers). 

Directories for the Central 
Hudson Region were 
distributed to the unit and 

council presidents. Merle 
Payne, the Region Director, 
presented name badge 
pins to the entire Central 
Hudson Board. 

In addition, there was a 
vendors fair in which six 
vendors were represented. 
The vendors were: EPIC, 
Barnes & Noble, Mad 
Science, Lifetouch, Hudson 
Valley Parent Magazine, 
and KDP Enterprises 
(janitorial recycling, go 

The 2009 Central Hudson 
Region Presidents/Principals 
Dinner was held on October 
29th, 2009 at the Casa Mia 
Manor House in Blauvelt, 
NY. It was a huge success. 
The restaurant served a 
delicious meal. There were 
one hundred and fifty 
attendees, forty four units 
and four councils were 
represented. 

M a r i a  D e W a l d ,  t h e 
immediate past president of 
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Beauty Is é. Reflections 2009-10  

Our Central Hudson Region 
PTAôs started their local 
Reflections programs early 
this fall. Local chairs 
needed to complete their 
events  in time for the 
regionôs judging at Monroe-
Woodbury High School  on 
November 20th and 21st. 
Students  submitted a 
record number of entries 
this year -  2,795. Of that 
575 original works of art in 
dance choreography, film 
production, literature, music, 
photography and visual arts 
were submitted by local 
units to be judged that 
weekend.  After the scores 

had been tallied, there were 
58 entries that had been 
selected to move on to New 
York State judging. 

When the results of the NY 
State Reflections judging 
were announced in March, 
Central Hudson Region had 
a great showing with 12 
s t u d e n t s  r e c e i v i n g 
recognition for their works. 
Two students , Gabriela 
Sedotto from Valley Central 
Middle School, and Emma 
Tomko from Warwick Valley 
High School were selected 
to receive the Award of 
Excellence in literature, and 

their pieces  will go on to 
National PTA judging. 
Awards of Merit  were given 
to 10 Central Hudson 
students and their entries 
will be displayed at the NY 
State PTA Convention in 
Buffalo this November. [A 
list of the State winners is 
listed below.] 

The 58 Central Hudson 
Region winners and their 
families are invited to the 
CHR Reflections Award  
Celebration on May 14th at 
Suffern High School, where 
they will be recognized for 
their achievements. 

Many thanks to all the 
dedicated  people that 
served as  Reflections unit 
chairs, the volunteers and 
judges at our  CHR judging  
weekend in November, 
Merle Payne, our Region 
Director,  and  especially 
all the students who 
shared their creative 
visions of what ñBeauty Is 
éò in their worlds and 
were inspired to participate 
in the Reflections Program. 

- Mary Frascone & Mary 
  Ann Stevenson 
  CHR Reflections Chairs 

 

green in it iat ive and 
package supply). Each 
vendor supplied a beautiful 
door prize. The region 
provided the big door prize 
of a bed desk. These prizes 
were presented at the end 
of the dinner. 

All in all a good time was 
had by all! 

- Laurie Becker 
   Presidents/Principals 
   Dinner Chair 

AWARD OF EXCELLENCE (will be judged at the National level)  

GABRIELA SEDOTTO-LITERATURE-VALLEY CENTRAL MS 

EMMA TOMKO-LITERATURE-WARWICK VALLEY HS 

 

AWARD OF MERIT (will be displayed at the New York State Convention)  

DEVIN HANCE-FILM PRODUCTION-VALLEY CENTRAL HS 

JESSICA JOHNSON-LITERATURE-SOCES 

MADIGAN LOUNSBERY-SANDFORDVILLE ELEM 

REEGAN SEELEY-LITERATURE-PINE TREE ELEM 

JACOB GREENBERG-MUSICAL COMP-SOCES 

NIKITAS TAMPAKIS-MUSICAL COMP-TAPPAN ZEE HS 

MAYA AGUILING-PHOTOGRAPHY-SOCES 

RICHARD QUILES-VISUAL ARTS-SMITH CLOVE ELEM 

ERIN OôSHEA-VISUAL ARTS-LAKEWOOD ELEM 

JOSH KIM-VISUAL ARTS-CLARKSTOWN NORTH HS 

Maria DeWald 
NYS PTA Past President 



Thursday, May 20, 2010 --- 

Casa Mia Manor House  

6:00 - 7:00 PM  Registration/
Buffet Dinner 

6:00-7:00 PM  KidStuff 
V e n d o r  m i n i - d e m o 
discussion; door prize 
basket. 

7:50 PM  Pledge of 
Allegiance. CHR Director, 
Merle Payne, opened the 
Annual Meeting.  Inspiration 
- JeanneMarie Flanagan-
CHR Treasurer read a poem 
"Attitude."  32 Voting 
Delegates and 3 Guests 
were in attendance - we had 
a Quorum.  Merle Payne 
greeted and thanked 
everyone for being there and 
gave opening remarks.  
Jane Harsha-NYS PTA 

Resolutions Chairman - 
gave Greetings from NYS 
PTA.  

L a u r i e  B e c k e r - C H R 
A s s o c i a t e  D i r e c t o r 
presented the Slate of new 
Officers; Merle asked if 
there were any further 
nominations from the floor; 
hearing none the Slate was 
approved by those in 
attendance. 

C h r i s  W e b b - C H R 
Scholarship Chairman 
presented "The Youth 
Humanitarian Award in 
Honor of Stanley Marcus" to 
Jenna Pers isco -North 
Rockland HS; she read her 
award winning essay.  Mary 
Frascone & Mary Ann 
Stevenson-CHR Reflections 
Program Coord inator /

Manager presented the 
Reflections Awards. 

Deborah Calv ino -NYS 
Teacher of the Year gave 
her remarks.  Jane Harsha 
installed the new Officers--- 
RD-Merle Payne, AD-Laurie 
Becker and Vic Czajkowski, 
T reas urer -J eanneMar ie 
Flanagan, Corresponding 
Secretary - May Neils and 
Recording Secretary-Elia 
Soba-Cuevas (absent). 

CHR PTA Annual Meeting / Spring Conference  
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8:40 Merle closed the 
Annual Meeting. 

Jane Harsha gave a Mini-
Workshop---"Writ ing a 
Resolution" and spoke 
about "Advocacy." 

9:30 Door Prizes were 
awarded to 4 lucky winners. 

- Vic Czajkowski, 
   Spring Conference Chair 

Jane Harsha, NYS PTA 

With the newly installed officers of CHR PTA: 

Merle Payne, Laurie Becker, Vic Czajkowski, May Neils, and 
JeanneMarie Flanagan (Elia Soba-Cuevas was not present) 

Chris Webb presents the Stanley 
Marcus Youth Humanitarian Award to 

Jenna Persisco 

Deborah Calvino 
NYS Teacher of the Year  


